
The summer seems to have flown and here we are already at the start of the autumn term. 
Meanwhile plenty has been happening throughout the District and this issue offers a 
roundup of news, as well as a preview of events on the horizon - with a couple of anniversary 
celebrations thrown in for fun. Thanks as ever to all our contributors. 
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Hambleton Strategic Business Forum hosted its third annual 
conference in May focussing on how some of the district’s family 
businesses have achieved success, what difficulties they have 
faced and how these lessons can be transposed across all types of 
organisations. The Bedale Hall event, compered by David Kerfoot, 
MBE, of The Kerfoot Group, attracted around 100 representatives 
from businesses across the area.

“This year’s HSBF was a really beneficial, informative and above all 
engaging event. The ‘Learning from Family Business’ theme was 
highly appropriate for this area and the speakers gave enthralling 
and amusing insights into their businesses. It was also reassuring 
to hear from Cllr Peter Wilkinson that HDC have adopted a ten year £10 million investment plan 
to boost economic growth in the region - exciting times for businesses in Hambleton!

The HSBF is a great annual forum for businesses in Hambleton, no matter what size, or market 
sector. Spending a morning away from the ‘coal-face’ to realise your business 
challenges are not unique promotes a great esprit de corps amongst our local
business community. It’s fabulous just chatting to like-minded business
owners and managers about shared problems and opportunities - thank
you HDC for organising the event and I look forward to next year’s.”

Charlie Andrew
Managing Director, Bleiker’s Smokehouse Ltd

Hambleton Strategic 
Business Forum Report

Business and Economy Managers 
Sam Swinbank (Mon and Tues)
01609 767233 sam.swinbank@hambleton.gov.uk

Nicole Patterson (Wed, Thurs and Fri)
01609 767233 nicole.patterson@hambleton.gov.uk

Workspace Principal Officer 
Judith Turner
01609 767050 judith.turner@hambleton.gov.uk

Springboard and Evolution Manager 
Marie Banks
01642 715300 marie.banks@hambleton.gov.uk

Business and Economy Officers
Mark Haynes
01609 767056 mark.haynes@hambleton.gov.uk

Julie Hutton
01609 767186 julie.hutton@hambleton.gov.uk

Ian Hopley
01609 767151 ian.hopley@hambleton.gov.uk

Bev Trees
01609 767056 bev.trees@hambleton.gov.uk

Business and Economy Trainee Officer 
Emma Snaith
01609 767058 emma.snaith@hambleton.gov.uk

Contact us:

Watch out for next year’s event on the Hambleton DC website



Hambleton’s Business Heroes 
Recognised

Hambleton’s business 
heroes were recognised at 
a special ceremony at the 
Civic Centre on 9 July. This 
was the second year for 
these awards, attracting 
225 entrants over nine 
categories, with a special 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award being presented to 
Barry Dodd CBE both for 
his contribution to the local 
business world and for his 
role as Chairman of the 
Local Enterprise Partnership.

Click here for more 
information.

Business Support

Calling all small businesses
Small Hambleton based businesses are being 
given a financial boost as they pilot a new 

project for the UK. The District Council has joined forces 
with the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) to encourage 
company bosses to join the federation by offering heavily 
discounted rates. The FSB is waiving the joining fee and HDC 
is providing a £50 subsidy towards the cost of membership, 
which means a year’s membership costs just £75.

The offer includes access to a legal helpline, HR support 
including contracts, independent advice on tax and VAT, 
telecom benefits, small business insurance, mobile card 
payment terminal and savings on business banking. To 
take advantage or for more details contact Ian Howse, FSB 
Membership Advisor on 07884 016504.

Did you know?...
...As part of our service to 
business, HDC compiles 
a commercial property 
register to promote 
land and property for 
sale or rent within the 
district. The register relies 
on contributions from 
estate agents and property 
owners.

You can send details of 
properties for the register 
to Judith Turner in the 
Business and Economy 
Team. Entries are free.

View the register here.

Hambleton District 
Council has just 
launched their new 
website
hambleton.gov.uk

Check it out and 
give us your 
feedback!

Have you seen?

The World of James Herriot in Thirsk wins 
Visit England Small Visitor Attraction of 
the Year.

News Flash

Cllr Robson, Leader of the Council, is pictured with 
Simon Williams, FSB and Andrew Best from Yorkshire 
Hygiene Solutions who has taken up the offer. 

http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/info/20029/business/141/business_awards_2015
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/info/20029/business/141/business_awards_2015
mailto:judith.turner%40hambleton.gov.uk?subject=Commercial%20Property%20Register
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/info/20029/business/9/commercial_property_register 
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk


Industrial Estates Review
Over the coming months a HDC review is being carried out to identify and understand the 
future growth plans for businesses across the Hambleton district, with the specific aim of 
engaging with business owners on the industrial estates. If your business is based on one of the 
industrial estates, a member of the Business & Economy team will be contacting you to hear 
of any plans you have for the future, and to identify issues or concerns you have which may 
constrain any growth aspirations.

A New Chapter for Northallerton Prison
Following the closure of Northallerton Prison by the MOJ back in December 2013 and the 
subsequent purchase of the site by HDC in June, the Council organised public access over the 
Summer, so giving a rare glimpse ‘behind the walls’ to nearly 2000 local residents. Work on the 
redevelopment of the site now begins and the Council has ambitious plans for retail, leisure, 
housing, business and community uses. To view the plans click here.

Driving Growth

Regional Growth Fund Update
‘Let’s Grow’ has now been launched. If you have a project 
which will create jobs, cost in excess of £125,000, and you 

have a shortfall in your funding this support may be available for you. 
Click here for more information.

Vibrant Market Towns
BEDALE: Plans are well underway to create a cycleway/pathway linking Bedale 
and Aiskew along the line of the existing Wensleydale Railway and via improved 
access across Bedale Beck. The National Cycling organisation, Sustrans, has 
been invited to undertake work.

EASINGWOLD: Congratulations to YO61ners who, in October, celebrate three years of bringing 
businesses together in the YO60 and YO61 areas of the district. The next meeting of the group 
will be on 17 September. Booking via www.eventbrite.co.uk

NORTHALLERTON: Welcome to Yorkshire teamed up with TV business expert Kate Hardcastle 
and delivered a workshop in Northallerton entitled ‘How to make your business stand out from 
the crowd’. Hosted by Barkers department store the workshop was aimed at consumer facing 
businesses and gave tips on how to get great results from their business. 

STOKESLEY: Work progresses on Stokesley Neighbourhood Plan and Stokesley Parish Council 
will apply to HDC for area designation. The next steps will include the design and production of 
the ‘Setting Priorities’ questionnaire. 

THIRSK: The ever-popular Lunch and Learn events, 
usually hosted at HDCs Evolution in Northallerton, 
are on location at Rural Arts in Thirsk on 24 
September. Deborah Goodall from Aer8 Marketing 
and Jane Coope, HR Director at Vale of York will 
give presentations from 12.30-2pm, cost £5.95 
including lunch. To book a place visit 		
www.eventbrite.co.uk or contact Bev Trees for 
more information.

www.hambleton.gov.uk/info/20186/major_developments/339/northallerton_masterplan
http://www.be-group.co.uk/services/commercial-development-programmes/lets-grow-programmes/lets-grow-north-east-yorkshire/
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:bev.trees%40hambleton.gov.uk?subject=Lunch%20and%20Learn%20Rural%20Arts
mailto:bev.trees%40hambleton.gov.uk?subject=Lunch%20and%20Learn%20Rural%20Arts
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Supporting Activity
News from around the District
Two businesses have recently been supported by the Business and Economy 
team at HDC. James Searle, a budding young entrepreneur from Northallerton, 
was successful in securing funding through Sport England to design and 

develop a rowing seat for the disabled and having just finished university James is now setting 
up in business. The team have helped James with advice on funding and put him in touch with a 
mentor to help him develop his business. 

Meanwhile Paul Horton, a virtual tenant at Springboard Business Centre in Stokesley contacted 
the team for help. Paul has designed and is now manufacturing Trekstik, a walking and foraging 
stick. The team helped Paul source local suppliers for materials and assisted with his website and 
social media. www.hickston.com

Congratulations to Coles Solicitors who celebrated the firm’s 50th year of trading recently. The 
team provide a broad range of legal services from 10 offices across the District and beyond, 
although their HQ remains proudly in Northallerton. www.Coles-law.co.uk

Another 50 has been achieved by two members of staff at Analox in Stokesley where Mark 
Kirkbride and Julie Brady have just celebrated 50 years of combined service. Based at the 
Business Park, Analox have been providing innovative gas detection solutions in hostile 
environments since 1981. www.analox.net 

GOOD LUCK to Brilliant Lighting of Thirsk who have just been shortlisted for the 2015 Darc 
Awards. Winners will be announced here on 24 September. 

Dates for the Diary

To be included in the next edition of Business Roundup let us have your information
by 1 December. Email: marie.woodhouse@hambleton.gov.uk

Got a story... ...holding an event... ...offering support?

Springboard Business Centre, 
Stokesley 

10 Top Tax Tips
9 October    8 - 9am
£5 includes breakfast 

hambleton.gov.uk/business

THIRSTY THURSDAY
The next dates for the Stokesley-based 
business networking group are 24 September, 
22 October and 19 November. Further details 
on their brand new website.

STOKESLEY FOOD WEEK
3 - 10 October - a first for the town! For more 
information visit their facebook page.

FIRST MONDAY
First Monday, Northallerton’s networking 
group, celebrate their 2nd anniversary on 
Monday 5 October Book here.

LUNCH
LEARN

LUNCH
LEARN&&

Evolution Business Centre, 
Northallerton

Thursday 1 October
12noon - 1.30pm

What’s the secret to successful social media?
£5 including buffet lunch and networking

hambleton.gov.uk/business

BREAKFAST 

BRIEFINGS

Last Tuesday of 
the month starting 

29 September
9am - 1pm

Evolution Business 
Centre, Northallerton

Meet like-minded people to work together in a different 
environment, to exchange help and advice, and 
maybe come up with a new idea to collaborate on.

http://www.hambleton.gov.uk
http://www.hickston.com
http://www.Coles-law.co.uk
http://www.analox.net
www.brilliantlighting.co.uk/blog/darc-awards-shortlists-announced
mailto:marie.woodhouse%40hambleton.gov.uk?subject=Business%20Roundup
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/business
www.thirstythursdaystokesley.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/stokesleyfoodweek
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-monday-2nd-anniversary-celebration-tickets-18093471059
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/business

